Exploration of Health Science Professions
Syllabus
Ms. Barriel
Contact Information 
Email: dbarriel@coheaedu.com
Room: 108
Course Description:
The Exploration of Health Science Professions course is specifically designed for middle school students to introduce them to the exciting world of health science professions, with a particular focus on nursing. In this course, students will explore the various roles within the nursing field, alongside other health professionals such as doctors and pharmacists, while developing essential skills such as teamwork and communication. Students will gain foundational knowledge about the human body and healthcare practices, learn vital hygiene protocols, and master critical nursing skills, including taking vital signs and understanding patient interactions. The curriculum emphasizes the nursing care needs of diverse populations, including children, adults, and the elderly, while addressing important concepts in mental health and holistic care. Through interactive simulations and hands-on activities, students will experience real-life nursing scenarios, providing them with a practical understanding of the profession. The course will also incorporate creative projects and assessments to track progress, deepening students' insights into nursing and other health science careers and inspiring the next generation of compassionate healthcare leaders.
Teacher/Parent Resources: Zoom, Google Classroom
Conferences are available by appointment. Parents and teachers can connect via email for communication.
Curriculum
The Exploration of Health Science Professions course is an engaging and comprehensive introduction designed specifically for middle school students to the dynamic field of health science, with a particular emphasis on nursing. This curriculum aims to ignite students' interest in health professions while cultivating essential skills necessary for a successful career in healthcare. Throughout the course, students will explore various roles within the nursing field, gaining insights into the responsibilities of healthcare providers such as doctors and pharmacists. They will acquire foundational knowledge about human anatomy and healthcare practices, as well as essential hygiene protocols that are crucial in any medical setting.
Central to the curriculum is the development of core skills including teamwork, communication, and patient interaction, which are integral to the collaborative nature of healthcare. Students will engage with critical nursing skills, mastering practices such as taking vital signs—heart rate, blood pressure, and temperature—through hands-on training and role-playing scenarios. Emphasis will also be placed on understanding the nursing care needs of diverse populations, including children, adults, and the elderly, alongside discussions on cultural competency within healthcare. Further, the course will address important concepts related to mental health and holistic care, allowing students to recognize and address the broader health needs of individuals.
Interactive learning will be a key component of the course, with students participating in simulations that mirror real-life nursing scenarios, fostering active learning and skills application. Creative projects and assessments, including posters, presentations, quizzes, and practical demonstrations, will be incorporated to evaluate progress and reinforce content knowledge. By the end of the course, students will possess a foundational understanding of health science professions, especially nursing, and will have developed essential skills in teamwork, communication, and critical nursing practices. Ultimately, this course aspires to inspire a new generation of compassionate and skilled healthcare leaders who are equipped to make a positive impact on their communities.
Materials
Students are expected to bring the following materials listed below to each class:
· Pencil
· Eraser
· (1) 1 inch binder w/ dividers
· Pack of loose-leaf paper
· Color Pencils
· Highlighters
Homework
Homework is an essential part of the learning process at our Nursing Academy. It reinforces the material covered in class and allows students to practice their skills and knowledge independently. Completing homework on time is crucial, as it contributes to overall academic success and helps students stay on track with their studies. Additionally, any incomplete class assignments may be sent home to ensure that all work is finished and understood. Timely submission of homework not only fosters responsibility but also prepares students for the professional demands they will face in their nursing careers.
Late Work
Students are required to submit assignments on time; late submissions will not be accepted. If a student is absent, they are responsible for reaching out to a classmate or myself to inquire about any missed assignments. They will have a maximum of three days to complete any outstanding work after providing an acceptable excuse to the school. In cases of extenuating circumstances, parents should contact me to discuss alternative arrangements.
MDCPS Grading Policy
100% - 90% - A
89% - 80% - B
79% - 70% - C
69% - 60% - D
59% or below – F
Weighted Grading Scale
· 30% Assessments
· 25% Quizzes
· 20% Classwork
· 5% Homework
· 20% Projects & Cooperative Presentations
General Classroom Rules
Policies can be found in the school-wide Parent-Student Handbook.
· Come prepared each day with all necessary materials.
· Listen attentively and follow instructions.
· Always show respect to others.
· Keep your hands, feet, and belongings to yourself.
· Take care of school property.
· No food, drinks, or gum are allowed in class.
Consequences for Not Following Rules
1. Verbal warning
1. Change of seating arrangement
1. Detention
1. Parent/Teacher conference
1. Office referral
Depending on the severity of the offense, some steps may be omitted.
Conduct Grades - Conduct grades, represented by the letters A, B, C, D, or F, are used to communicate the teacher's assessment of a student's behavior to both the student and their parents. These grades are separate from academic and effort grades. The conduct grade reflects the student's overall behavior in class and is determined by multiple factors, rather than a single criterion.
Effort Grades - Effort grades, indicated by numbers 1-3, are used to communicate the teacher's assessment of a student's effort in relation to the instructional program to both students and their parents. These grades are distinct from academic and conduct grades. When assigning an effort grade, careful consideration will be given to the student's potential, study habits, and overall attitude.
Zero Policy (Z) A grade of "Z" signifies that the student has neither submitted nor completed the assignment. This policy serves to clearly communicate that the work required for the assignment has not been turned in, and as a result, the student will not receive credit for that task. It's important for students to understand that timely submission and completion of assignments are essential for their overall progress and grading in the course. If a student receives a "Z," they are encouraged to reach out to the teacher for guidance on how to make up the missed work, if possible.
Homework must be completed and submitted on time, ready at the start of class. All written assignments should be done in pencil, not pen. 
Ensure that all supporting work is included for each problem. (Clearly show your answers.)
Each assignment must be properly labeled with your name, date, period, and assignment title.
Extra credit opportunities will be available. 
Notebook Guidelines:
· Students are required to bring their notebooks to class daily to organize and document their work.
· Notes should be kept up to date, appropriately dated, and clearly labeled.
· Students will assess their own work and make corrections using pen.
· Notebooks will be collected and graded at random without prior notification.
· Plagiarism/Academic Integrity: All assignments must be completed with integrity. Plagiarism is defined as representing someone else's work as your own. Cheating on any assignment or assessment also constitutes a violation of ethical standards and school policies. Any work deemed to have cheating or plagiarism will receive a score of zero, parents will be notified, and disciplinary measures may be implemented.











Syllabus Acknowledgment

Student’s Name: _______________________________________
Period: ____
[bookmark: _Hlk174451131]Student’s Phone: ___________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk174451147]Guardian’s Name: _______________________________________
Guardian’s Phone: ___________________________
Guardian’s Email: ______________________________________
Relationship: ___________________________

Please sign below to confirm that you have read and understood the expectations for students this new school year. Students will receive a grade for returning this signed form. Thank you!

_____________________________________
Student Signature
_____________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

